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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

022661 

O R 061116Z JUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3381 
INFO AMEMBASSY MUSCAT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

SECRET LONDON 10442 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: MARR, MU, UK 

SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH IN OMAN 

REFERENCE: A) STATE 166422: B ) LONDON 10434 

1 . WHILE WE ARE WAITING FOR BRITISH TO INFORM US OF 
QABOOS REACTION TO THE PROPOSED FLIGHTS. WE SHOULD ADD TO 
REFTEL (B) FURTHER COMMENTS MADE BY LUCAS AND MOD 
OFFICIALS ON JULY 5. BRITISH WARNED US THAT WHEN THEY 
RAISE THIS PROPOSAL WITH QABOOS, HE MIGHT THINK AGAIN 
AND GIVE A LESS STRAIGHTFORWARD ANSWER ON US USE OF 
MASIRAH. HE IS NOT ALWAYS IMMEDIATELY SENSITIVE TO 
POLITICO-MILITARY IMPLICATIONS AND MIGHT BE CONCERNED 
THAT BY ALLOWING US USE OF THE ISLAND WHILE THE BRITISH 
ARE STILL THERE HE WOULD BE OPEN TO CHARGES THAT HE IS 
ALLOWING AN ANGLO/AMERICAN BASE TO BE ESTABLISHED ON 
OMANI TERRITORY. 

2. BRITISH ALSO NOTED THAT IF WE DO NOT REQUEST AUTHOR 
ITY FOR EACH FLIGHT FROM OMANIS, WE MIGHT ESTABLISH A 
PATTERN OF USE ONLY WITH THE BRITISH IN CONTROL, WHEREAS 
OUR INTENTION IS TO ESTABLISH A PATTERN WITH OMANIS AS 
RESIDUAL OWNERS OF BASE. 
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3. MOD OFFICIALS NOTED THAT RAF DRAW-DOWN OF THE BASE 
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HAS ALREADY STARTED, SO THAT THE AIRPORT IS NO LONGER 
OPEN 16 HOURS PER DAY, 7 DAYS PER WEEK. THEY SAID MOD 
WILL BE HAPPY TO REMOVE THE REST OF THE RAF FORCES THERE 
WHO "HAVE NOTHING TO DO." 

4. ACTION REQUESTED BY EMBASSY: SINCE THE MOD HAS AL- 
READY BEEN DISCUSSING THE PROPOSED USE OF MASIRAH WITH 
CINCUSNAVEUR, NOW THAT WE HAVE CARRIED OUT THE DIPLOMATIC 
APPROACH ON SPECIFICS WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT 
CINCUSNAVEUR BE MADE AN INFO ADDRESSEE ON ALL FURTHER 
STATE CABLES ON THIS SUBJECT. 

SPIERS 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY ASSISTANCE, MILITARY BASES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 06 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LONDON10442 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760259-0861 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760788/aaaaczsn.tel 

Line Count: 74 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 76 LONDON 10434 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14 MAY 2004 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <09 SEP 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: USE OF MASIRAH IN OMAN 
TAGS: MARR, MU, UK, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



